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- The.MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOQi FOR jREPLY IS SET tcj^EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM , JH&i\^^^ OF [THIS pOMli/IUNICATION. : , ; 

- Extensions of time may be available uncter ihp, proVjs^bnd of 37; C^R 1 . |l 36(a): In no. eventy However,! may a reply be timely filed ' ' ' 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date bfithiB'i^^ - ! .J 

" If NO period for reply is spedfied above; thp maxi^^ ^ .-^^^ ^. 

• Failure to reply within the setor extended perlodi fbr.repty 

Any reply received t>y the Office later than three months 

earnedpatehtterniacljustmehL See 37 CFR 1.704(b). . x \ 

Status 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 May 2007 . , ^ 
2a)n This action is FINAL. ; ; , s, .:V2^^ 

3)0 Since tliis appliciation is in cpndftioW exc€(pt f<i)r iformal matters, prosecution as to 

closed in accordan,ce with th$ practlcie und0r iExpa/^d:i3it!fay/e,;:1^ 11, 453 OlG. 213: ' . 



the merits is 



Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 3 J-5Q is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. . . . 
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6)^ Claim(s) 33-50 is/are rejecteici, 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected;tq;i 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement; 

Application Papers : i . 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner 
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10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n;accepted .pr^bjO pbjebtieci to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that apy 'c^^ to thei dravyiiji|g(4) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFIR 1 .85(a). 



Replacement drawing sbeet(s) indiiidin^ J^^^ is objected to.. See 37 CFR 1.121(d) 

11)0 The oath or declaratiori is objected to by the Exiamiher. N6te this attached Office Action ,6r form PTO-152. 



Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment iiS made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S:G. § .1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n AII b)n Some * c)D None of: ; ' V - *' ' ' ' 

1 .□ Certified copies of the pripriiy idddunl'eints h*av^;bjeeni!receiYed. 
2.n Certified copies of the priionty Idbcurnents hav^ibeenjr^ceived in Application No. • • 
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3.n Copies of the certified copies of thfe pridrity dbcumerits hav^ei been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). ' 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PT0892> ' f -^ji'; ! :!''r ' * ,' 



3) 



2) |_J Notice of Draflsperson's Patertt Drawing Review (PTO^d48) 

Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date - 



4) Q l9terview Summary (PTb-413) 

• : iPaper; No(s)/.Mail Date. i 

5) ; _ Notice of Informal Patent Ap(^(ica|tion 

6) □ Other: . ' i M 
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All previous rejections are hereby withdrawn in view of applicants amendmenij[. ! . 

Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragi^aph. as being indefinite 



for 



failing to particularty^ fSibfAtj iS^t^ applicant 



regards as the invention. 



Claim 50 is lihcliear in that the test to which "first cycle hysterisis pertains isruhstated 
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and as this value would vary depending on the test ■perfqit^ the termifirstcyQle : 
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hysterisis is ambiguous 
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The following is a QMotatlori . of ithe ;ap|Dropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S:C.,ip2:that 
form the faa^lg for the rej!^^^^^^ under this section made in this Office actionil; ; ;; j ; 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless r > . . : : i 



(a) the invention was..lqidv^i in thip: cpun%i or patented or describe^ in a printed 
publication in this or aibr^ign oq^ before theJnyehtion|thjeireof ipy the applicant for!a |>atei{)t. - 

(b) the invention was patented or deserlbiecl ih a printed ijublicatioh jn this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this couritry, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent jf\ the (fJnit^d 
states. • i ; 



The fOHowmg is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 



obviousness reject 
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ions set fQrt(?.J.r^ ^t^is lOffice jadtiorj: ; 



(a) A patent may not be pbtfeiried thpii the inv^tiiwi is riot ideritically disclosed or described.as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences betwe^ the matter soughtitb ^e patented and 
the prior art are such thalt the subject matter as a whole vyould have been obvious ;at thje tirne; the^, , j 
inventiopi was made to a, person having ordinary skill in the art.tpiwhich said subject ma^^r!pertaiji^;.: : , 
Patehtaibillty sKall be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. ; ;; !| . i; i 

r * . ' ■ " '.I .' i ■ ■! i • ■ 'f . 

• ■1. •■ I . ^ 11 



Claims 33-40, 43-46 and 50 are rejected undi^::3$ lU.S.C. 102(a) as b6ing 
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anticipated by Vaughah:^(ySri©,:$31 ^ 
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Patentees disclose a compbsitidri for 'honwoven bonding of disposable diapers 



(abstract); containing SBS and SIS triblock copolymers (column 3, lines Y-17)!idwhicJii..a' 
first block copolymer has a MFR of less than 20, and a^^ecdhd one greater thari' 30 
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having applicants. MFR , in combination (Odiumn 3/ line 4^^ line 30). §ee 



Example 2 for a working example anticipating the claims. • 
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Claims 41/42 ahcf lt^^^^ 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Vaugharivp^^ above in view of Mbrman (U$ 4,965,1 225 'or .Qillies 



(US 6,648yQ^9)L6f DattaYUS 5,665,186) or Morman (US 4,965,122; the seqohdslry . 
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reference relied upon for claims 47-49). r ' ^ : ; : : m i : J' m - 
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gj^y^ bpnded. or necked or icorrugated 




and no 



Gillies discjos^ra^ d layers bound to each other in which on Hayier Js: 
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corrugated to more effectively provide aibarn^r ;to; \^ liqiiid (abstract; cliaimg' 15 and 

16) • • r ''V' ; ' : -.If ■ n 



Datta disclosesiah absorbbht article With a corrugated laVe^ in Order to bett^h conform, to 
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the sliape 
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It would have been obvious to a practitidh^f ihayrrig;!^^ skill in the art at the time 
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of the invention to provide 'a^ jayer ihlthel drticM of Vaughan in order to 
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provide a better fit to the wearer or more effective absorptibh of liquids as taught; by,, ; 
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Datta and iGiliiest a^^^ of surprising or unexpected results! 
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With re to claims 41 and 42 it yvould.have been obV^^^ ^0 a practitioner having an 
ordinary skill in the. art a t tha^^^^^ applicants combination by 




unexp0ci^cf fi^suits.; 
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recovery characteristic. Hence it would have been obvious to a 
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ordinary skiir'mf thfe art to neck the material of the primary reference in ord3der to • 
improve stretch and recpvjBjf^ ijny^ri/||r^a^^^^ any showing of surprising or 

unexpected results: ; 
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Claims;3,3^0, 43, 44-46 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)i!ai8 

■ '•••.-•I. '"i-i 1.1}' 



• : » 



anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.G. 103(a) as 
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Patentees disclose a cdrri 
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a block copdlymer "a1 " having? a MFR of less 



than 20 and arsecpnd styrenic block copolymer "a2" (paragraphs 18 and|10>;^JQte::^ 
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Table 1. containing compositions 2, 3 and 6 in paragraph 61 foryse of combinations of 
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"high" and "low;'' 



^•whidljiiis disclosed in paragraph 47 as 
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"a1" emcompasse^^ lowest flow rate material it would; reasonably;;^ 
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the low molecular weight material of Maris would hav^.an 
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meet the limitation of the:c|ciit1i^'!N6fe i^bir use as a layer. 
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itations of 9 claim except; a prc^perty or 
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function, and the 6)cainiheir barihot-deiferriiine whether or hot the reference! inheirenitly 



possesses ^properties whic^^^ or render obvious thisl: claimed i 
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Note In re Fitzgerald :et:al., 619 F. 2d 



67, 70, 205 USPQ.59.4. 5$6:, ,;(CCPA 1980). See MPEP §';2112t21 12.02. 
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With re to claims 4l9nd 42 :it^byid'hav6 bei^h bbvious (to a practitioner hay! 
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selecting from the disclosures of Maris absent any shqwing of surprising or^upexpected 
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results. 
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Claims 33,35,. 37-40,,43446 ah^;50:ar^^ 35 U.S.C. ii02(b) &s ; 



anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious oveMpi( 



5.358,783). 
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When the refereiide discloses all lthe lirtiitations of a claim except a property or 
function, and thb Exfiirniner: cannot dete hptth^ referenqejnherently^ 
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